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AFRICAN INSTITUTION. 


Extracts from the 13th Report. 
(Concluded from p. 216.) 


STATE OF SIERRA LEONE. 
On this subject, it is stated, in the Report— 


The Returns of the Exports and Im 
ports, and of the Number and State of 
the Schools, have not yet come to hand; 
but the Directors feel it to be a con- 
siderable relief from the painful state- 
ments which they have felt it their du- 
ty to lay before the Meeting, to be a- 
ble to inform the Subscribers, that the 
commerce of that Colony is more ac- 
tive, and that the Custom-House 
Statements may be expected to prove 
equal, at least, in importance to those 
of last year. 

The Answers of the Directors, to Lord Cas- 
tlereagh contain the following general view 
of the state of the Colony :— 

It is only when the Slave Trade has 
been eradicated, that any marked pro- 
gress in Civi ‘ization can be expected. 
The existence of that Trade is neces- 
sarily a bar to improvement. 

Supposing, however, that it should 
be effectually abolished, we are al- 
ready in possession of very satisfacto- 
ry evidence, to shew,that there is noth- 
ing in the local circumstances of Af- 
rica, and as little in the character of 
her inhabitants, which would prevent, 
in their case at least, as rapid an ad- 
vance in the arts of civilized life, aad 
in the acquisition of moral and reli- 
gious habits, as the world has witnes- 
sed in any other similar instance. 

A part of this evidence is derived 
from the Colony of Sierra Leone. 
The population of that colony, in 
1809, did not exceed 1500 souls, chiefly 
Africans. Since that time it has swel- 
led to upwards of 10,000. .This 
large increase consists almost entirely 
of persons, who, having been rescued, at 
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different periods, during the last seven 
years, from the hold of Slave Ships, 
may be supposed, at the time of their 
introduction, to have stood at the low- 
est point of mental and moral depres- 
sion. 

The population’ of Sierra Leone, 
therefore, at this time, exhibits all the 
varying shades of civilization, (vary- 
ing partly according to the time that 
has elapsed since their introduction 
into the Colony, and partly according 
to the characier and opportunities of 
each individua!,) from the enterpris- 
ing trader, skilful Mechanic, or in- 
dustrious Farmer, supporting himself 
and his family in comfort, and peform- 
ing respectably his social and even re- 
ligious duties, to the aimost brutish 
state of the recently liberated Captive. 

Of these 10,000 Africans, all, ex- 
cepting those who may yet be too 
young to labour, or who may have 
been too recently introduced into the 
Colony to be abie as yet to reap the 
fruits of their labours, maintain them- 
selves by their own industry, chiefly 
in the cultivation of farms of their 
own. Making due allowance for pre- 
vious habits, and the difficulties aris- 
ing from difference of language, they 
are found to be as perceptible of mor- 
al and iutellectual culture as any peo- 
ple whatever, 

In the month of October last, the 
Schools in the Colony contained 1237 
Scholars, whose advancement in 
knowledge was satisfactory to their In- 
struciors and to the Government; and 
it is said, that a great eagerness exist- 
ed among them, to avail themselves 
of the means of instruction within 
their reach. The general conduct of 
the Liberated Captives has been such 
as to merit the approbation and confi- 
dence of their governors; and not a 
few lave already so far improved their 
advantages, as te he cepable of dis- 
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charging such subordinate judicial 
functions as jurors, constables, &c. 

From the foundation of the Colo- 
ny, indeed, these functions have been 
almost exclusively discharged by Al- 
ricans: and Sierra Leone exhibits ine 
important example of a community 
of Black-men, living as freemen; en- 
joying the benefits of the British Con- 
stitution : maintaining themselves by 
the ordinary pursuiis of commerce, 
agriculture, or some mechanical art ; 
fulfiling their various socia! and civil 
relations, by the means only of 
such sanctions as the administration 
of British Law and the precepts of 
Charity impose upon them ; and grad- 
uaily improving, by means of schools 
and other institutions, in knowledge 
and civilization. : 

“A population cf 10,000 Free- 
men,” observes Dr. Hogan, * the Chief 
Judge ofthe Colony, in a letter dated 
in October 1816, collected upou one 
spot so favorably situated, and guided 
and governed with a view to such no- 
ble and ennebling objects, forms too 
grand a stride in the moral march of 
human aflairs, not to fix the attention 
of an enlightened observer. I take 
this colony, then, as it is, and, look- 
ing steadily to the great objects which 
it was from its first settlement intend- 
ed to promote, am well content.” He 
afterwards adds, that, with so much 
to deplore as there necessarily must 
be, in a population such as has been 
described, he distinctly perceives all 
the principal elements of social order 
and efiectual {civilization in existence 
and vigour; requiring only the care 
of a skilfil band to mould them into 
form, atid to collect from them the 
early fruits of a successful and rapid 
cultivation.” 

The ease of Sierra Leone has been 
adduced, chiefly for the purpose of 
shewing, thatthe African Character is 
susceptible of improvement and civil- 
ization, in a degree, perhaps, not in- 
ferior to anyother. It was in that 


part of the Coast adjoining to Sierza 
Leone that the Slave Trade was, for 
# ume, most effectually extinguished ; 


and the consequence of that suspen. 
sion of the Siave Trade was a very 
considerable increase of innocent 
commerce, and particularly of the ex. 
portof rice: of that article, conside. 
rable quantities were carried, during 
the Peninsular war, to Portugal and 
Spain; and many cargoes have also 
been carried to Madeira, Teneriffe, 
and the West Indies. The trade jp 
rice was one which might have bee, 
indefinitely extended, provided the 
Slave ‘Trade had not revived. There 
is reason to fear, that its :evival may 
destroy in the bud this promising 
branch of commerce. 

Sierra Leone, and its immediate 
neighbourhood, may be considered a: 
the only part of the African  cuast 
where plans of improvement can be 
pursued, withou! immediately encoun- 
tering the malignant influence of the 
Slave Trade It is aimost necessary, 
therefore, to Confine within that sphere, 
at least for the present, any direct ef- 
forts made for the civilization and im- 
provement of Africa. Even the es- 
tablishment formed in the Rio Pon- 
gas, for the instruction of the natives, 
it is feared, must be withdrawn, in 
consequence of the revival! of the Slave 
Trade. 

At Sierra Leone, between 12,00 and 
13,00 Afiican youths of both sexes, 
most of them rescued from the holds 
of siave ships, are now under instruct- 
ion. These have been brought to Si- 
erra Leone, from ail parts of Africa, 
from Senegal to Benguela; so that 
there is scarcely a language spoken ir 
that extensive range of coast which 1s 
not spoken by some of the Sierra Leone 
Colonists, 

In instructing these liberated Cap- 
tives, the views of their benefactors 
are by no means confined to the bene- 
fits which they themselves may derive 


from the instruction afforded them; 


butextend to the possibility that indi- 
viduals may hereafter arise from among 
them, who may convey to their own 
native regions that light which they 
have acquired at Sierra Leone. 
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EXPEDITION INTO THE INTERIOR OF 
AFRICA, 

Of Major Gray, who ultimately suc- 
ceeded to the command of the Expe- 
dition in the interior of Africa, first 
undertaken by Major Peddie, the Di- 
rectors have recently received intelli. 
gence, through Mensieur Laplace, a 
Lieutenant in the French Davy, anid 
late commander of one of the vessels 
employed in the expedition up the 
Senegal to.Galam. Monsieur Laplace 
states, that Major Gray set out from 
the Gambia in the month of April or 
May last, and arrived on the first of 
November in the Negro Kingdom of 
Bondou, on the banks of the Senegal. 
flere he was stopped, by the unfavour- 

ble disposition of the Natives and 
the want of merchandize. In the 
course of that month he retreated 
with his party to the village of Bakel, 
inthe country of Serracolet, upon the 
banks of the river Senegal; and put 
himself uuder the protection of the 
French brig of war, Argus. At this 
pericd, it seetns, he had not for more 
than a month received any account of 
the chief Surgeon of the expedition, 
who had been sent to Sego to solicit 
the protection of the King of Bam- 
barva; but, from several accounts re- 
ceived from the Natives, Major Gray 
enteitained great hopes of itis success 
in that respect. Monsieur’ Adrien, a 
man of colour, and mterpreter to the 
Major, who had been sent by him to 
St. Louis, at the mouth of the Senegal, 
fora supply of merchandize, was ex- 
pected to rejoin the expeditien in the 
beginniag of January last. Subse- 
quent information states, that the sur- 
geon had returned to Major Gray 
trom Sego, and Adrien from Senegal, 
with the merchandize of which Major 
Gray was in want. 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE FROM 
INDIA, 

A letter from Mr. Townley, Calcut- 
ta, 16th January, 1819, has been re- 
ceived, which informs us that they 
were then all well, and rejoicing in the 
expectation of soon receiving two ad- 
ditional labourers. 





Missionary Intelligence froin India. 227 


Mr. ‘Pownley has forwarded the 
printed Report of the Bengal Auxilia- 
ry Missionary Society made at their 
First Annual Meeting, Jan. 6, 1819. 
We perceive with pieasure that two 
Branch Societies have been formed, one 
at Chinsurah, and another (The La- 
dies’) at Calcutta. The amount of 
subscriptions and donations up to 31st 
Dec. 18i8, was S. R. 3138: 13: 5, or 
about /292. The total amount of tracts 
printed in the last year amounts to 
33,000. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Mead, 
Missionary in Ti avancore, dated Na- 
gracoil, South Travancore, October 
26, 1318 


¢ Dear Srz,—From this wild but in- 
teresting country I have again the 
pleasure of addressing you. ‘Though 
solitary as the wilderuess itself, I feel 
that Iam not alone, for God is with 
me. Some encouraging events have 
transpired since my last, which it be- 
comes me to record with the liveliest 
gratitude. I pray that they may be 
indications of greater blessings still in 
reserve for Travancore. | 

‘ My time has been occupied durifg 
the present year in acquising the lan- 
guage, travelling to the churches, in- 
specting the schools, and occasionally 
giving such instructions as my present 
progress in Tamul enables me; and 
also in the administration of justice 
among all classes of the natives, to 
which office I have been nominated 
by the rajah’s government. The na- 
tives are so fully sensible of the ad- 
vantage enjoyed by them in the im- 
partial administration of justice, that 
Brahmins and Sooders, high caste and 
low, come forward declaring—* You 
are our father—our Saviour—our only 
protection.? They sometimes bring 
their children, and throw them at our 
feet, saying, ‘ These are no longer our 
children, but yours.’—expressions of 
obligation, indeed, far exceeding their 
weight, aud couched in the i im passion- 
ed language of the East, but calculated 
to show how this people would admire 
the Gospel, merely for the tempora} 
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blessings it brings with it, were they 
but acquainted with its nature, influ- 
euce, and tendency. 

‘The scene ot this mission is but 
seldom frequented, and of course ean 
be but little known by Europeans who 
reside in India; it must be still less so 
by our friends at home. We will, 
therefore, give a slight sketch of the 
country where it is ovr lot to labour. 
Our congregations are ten in number, 
to each of which a place of worship 
and a school are attached. All the 
churches are situated in the neigh- 
bourhood ef Cape Comorim. 

‘ Nagraceil is the cetral station, 
close to the southern extremity of the 
Ghauts. It has been occasionally the 
residence of the former rajahs. The 
surrounding scenery is truly pictur- 
esque; its lofty hills give ita gran- 
deur, which no language can fully de- 
scribe. The name of the place will 
not fail to strike the pious mind—it 
means literally ‘ T’he Serpent Church,’ 
from there being a church dedicated 
to the express worship of that ‘ old 
serpent, the devil.’ We hope to build 
a Christian temple here, on a spot, on 
one side of which will be seen a large 
heathen pagoda, and on the other a 
Mahomedan mosque. Our edifice will 
be'raised above them both. May this 
be the case soon in every part: of the 
globe. About two hundred heathen 
have come forward within the last 
few months, expressing their determi- 
nation to renounce idolatry, and to put 
themselves under our instruction. This 
is my usual place of abode, where a 
house has been given me by her High- 
ness the Queen of Travancore. 

‘ Malaudy is a regular heathen vil- 
Jage, completely sunk in gross dark- 
ness. Here a church has been built, 
in which a congregation of more than 
two hundred statedly assemble. Some 
of the children in the school have 
made good proficiency in learning.— 
Two have been selected to be placed 
in our English school: the plan of 
which we shall hereafter communicate 
to you when itis more fully determined 
upon. 

‘J'amangcoolam has a congrega- 
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tion of four or five hundred. The 
place of worship must be enlarged, 
It is situated in the midst of a Palmy. 
ra forest. A congregation soon as. 
sembles at the sound of a tom-tom, or 
Indian drum. As this is a Heathen 
instrument of music, we wish to sub. 
stitute a bellin its place, when our 
means, and the kinduess of our friends 
shail enable us todo it. The Paddy 
fields, given by the Queen to ile Miss. 
ion lie near this place. A heavy quit- 
rent formerly attached to this grant 
has been lately removed at my re- 
quest. 

‘ Pittalom isa village of Shannars, 
the caste who extract the juice froin 
the Palmyra. The congregation is 
very good and promising. ‘The schools 
at this place and at Samangcoolam 
have greatly increased. Some of ‘the 
children are intelligent. 

‘ Auticanda is close to the sea, a 
few miles from the former church. 
The place of worship must be enlar- 
ged ; half the people who attend can- 
not be accommodated. The time of 
assembling is generally in the heat of 
the day, and the importance of a shel- 
ter from the burning rays of the sun 
is too obvious to require being pointed 
out. We wish to direct the attention 
of our counsellors and friends at home 
to this, as it has been customary to 
consider the building of places of wor- 
ship as not belonging properly to Miss- 
ionary operations. We venture to 
recommend it as a subject of tmpor- 
tance tobe attended to. Every Chris- 
tian temple is a witness for the true 
God in a Heathen land; it tends to 
keep the people together, and give 
them some token that we wish to ren- 
der them permanent and lasting bless- 
ings. Nothing has kept the Catholics 
from being crushed under the weight 
of their superstitions and profane sys- 
tem but their churches which over- 
shadowed the land. Many of them 
are crumbling into ruin, while im- 
mense sums are expended in decora- 
ting others. We have a goed schioo! 
in this village. 

‘ Covilvilly has fluctuated much in 
point of numbers at different periods, 
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put lately a considerable inerease has 
yeen observed. The place is popu- 
lous and full of idols. 

‘ Riambally is a central, populous 
and extensive village on the sea coast. 
Numbers have been added to the con- 
gregation and are under a course of 
instruction. The school has no chil- 
dren in It. 

‘ Amandavilly is at present without 
a place of worship, but has a congre- 
gation, which like the others, has been 
increasing within these few months. 
The church was demolished by the 
idolators of that place, who have been 
obliged to promise to rebuild it, and 
have of their own accord renounced 
idolatry, and staied their wish to be- 
come Christians. 

‘Pickakuirrupu has an increasing 
congregation aud a small school. 

‘ Odagerry is a sphere of promising 
usefulness: we have just entered upon 
it. A large place of worship was built 
here by a zealous Roman Cathoite ; 
but as it was abandoned by the people 
of that persuasion it has been made 
over in perpetuity to our Mission. It 
is situated within the fort of Odager- 
ry in the midst of an extensive neigh- 
bourhood. Forty or fifty persons at- 


tended a few Sundays after it was used‘ 


as a place of Christian instruction by us. 

‘At each of these places the Wo:d 
of God is read every Sabbath-day by 
a native catechist, who preaches like- 
wise as well as his measure of light 
enables him. Itis the aimof the Mis- 
sionary to instruct the catechiists in the 


first place, to give them one idea of 


the Gospel at atime, and then send 
them forth to communicate it to those 
who have not even one. By degrees 
we hope the rays of Divine truth will 
spread over this dark country. This 
remote corner is taken possession of in 
the name of that Saviour, to whom the 
uttermost parts of the earth have been 
given for his inheritance. Within the 
present year 1600 people have re- 
nounced all connexion with heatlen- 
ism, and seein to be saying, ‘ What 
have we any more to do with idols?’ 

‘When beginning to feel the need 
of additional help in a very sensible 
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degree, I am kept from sinking by the 
timely arrival of my former fellow-la-. 
bourer, Mr. Knill. He was obliged to 
leave Madras as it did not agree with 
his health Since his arrival, he has 
rapidly gained strength, and there is 
every prospect of his being enabled 
to carry on those labours here, which 
he could not coniinue at Madras. ‘The 
cooling breezes which are prevalent 
in this neighbourhood, render it one of 
the healthiest places m India. Mr. 
Kunill says he is now as weil as ever he 
was in India. 

‘With what grateful ieelings should 
I relate the goodness of God to me, 
during the past twelve months. ‘This 
time last year my affectionate wife 
was snatched away by deaths her 
memory will ever be dear and fra- 
grant to me; my dear child and my- 
self have been wonderfully and kindly 
preserved; not a hair of our heads 
has perished, though we have been in 
perils by sea, and perils by land, in 
perils in the wilderness, in perils 
among the Heathen. Thus have we 
found Jehoval: ail-sufficient. 

‘1 have to acknowledge the receipt 
of two affectionate and parental epis- 
tles from Dr. Bogue and yourseif—they 
were as water to the thirsty soul. ~ I 
beg to offer my sincere thanks for them. 

‘Mr. Knill is now gone to Quilon, 
to see Colonel Munro, who wrote on 
his arrival expressing in the most kind 
and handsome maaner his willingness 
to give us every assistance in his pow- 
er. I cannot enumerate all the acts 
of kindness which I have experienced 
from this gentieman: he has been a 
wenderfully zealous friend. 

‘The Rajah of Cochin lately pla- 
ced 5,000 rupees {half crowns) at Col. 
Munro’s disposal, for the benefit of the 
Christians in Travancore. As the Sy- 
rians in the North had received a hand- 
sone donation from the Queen of 
Travancore the President sent this 


sum to the South Travancore Mission. 
Part of it has been laid out in the 
purchase of lands, and the remaining 
part will, as soon as suitable opporta- 
nities present themselves, 

‘] trust there is some one coming 
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to our assistance’ for we greatly re- 
quire it. There are fields of useful 
ness before us too numerous and too 
extensive for us to occupy. 

‘ We shall, in future, endeavour to 
transmit you a Quarteriv Statemeut of 
whit God is doing by us. Remember 
me, Dear Sir, in your prayers, and al- 
low me to subscribe myself, 

Your’s and the Society’s devoted 
Serv. nt, and fellow-labourer in the 
Gospel. C. MEAD. 


CHUNAR, 


Particulars of Mr. Bowley’s 
Chunar. 


“It was rather late in the evening 
wheu IT arrived. I found severai of the 
convinced Hindoos waiting to see me. 
Next morning, at seven o’clock, about 
eighty of the Native Christians at'end- 
ed for Divine Worship. They began 
by singing a hymn on the sufferings of 
Ciirist, in native measure: the regu- 
larity with which they sung, and the 
earnestness that most of them mani- 
fested, greatly affected me. Mr. Bow- 
Jey expounded the Parable of the 
Wise and Foolish Virgins; and con 
cluded the Service with prayer, among 
other things, for a blessing on the King 
an¢é on his Nobles in England and in 
{ndia. I mention this, not as a proof 
of Mr. Bowley’s loy alty, for that was 
known log befoots wey to shew how 
the labours of such men tend to a‘tach 
the Natives of India to the British 
Nation, by uniting their most.import- 
“unt interests. At ten o’clock, about 
100 Europeans attended Di.ine Ser- 
vice in English; afier which twelve 
of their children were baptized, and 
eleven marmages celebrated. <At3 
P, M. the Native Congregation again 
assembled, to the number of about 
ninety adults; when, after Evening 
Prayers, endeavoured to explain to 
them and apply the Second Psalin.” 


visit to 


BENARES. 
Proceedings of the Rev. Daniel Corrie. 
We now add some further state 
ments from a letter of Mr. Corrie to 


*Mr. Maul( sailed for Travancore Dec. 1818 
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the Secretary, dated Benares, March 
23, 1818. 

“ The eldest of the Youths whom | 
have had so long with me, and who, 
on my first arrival, appeared averse 
to the work of instruction, has now 
joined me asa Teacher, and gives me 
great hope of his own piety, and great 
promise of usefulness among his breth- 
ren. He officiates in family Worship 
with the Native Christians around us; 
and, on Sunday and Friday evenings, 
at our School in the Cantonements 
near the troops, where from thirty to 
forty and forty-five Native Christians 
attend for Divine Service. A pious 
Artillery-man, and an orphan lad who 
was with me in Engtand, take the la- 
borious part of the School. I am at 
this ime soliciting funds from the Set- 
tlement here, for the support of this 
School; and have succeeded already 
pretty well. 

Mr. Adlingten is on his way down 
from Agra, with four of the Christian 
Youths whom I left there. They are 
coming with him for education. If 
his health will allow it, he will then 
open a School in the city, where many 
have expressed a desire to learn Eng- 
lish. The Baboo, Jay Narain, of 
whom you have heard, is anxious that 
we should take the management of his 
School Establishment. He bas given 
us a house in the city, of which Mr. 
Adlington will take possession, on his 
arrival. 

Another place I am anxious about, 
is Buxar, about sixty miles down the 
river, where there are about 100 Ea- 
ropeans and Native Christians. Myr. 
Bowley has been once there, since | 
arrived here; and thinks of it as Ido, 
asa most eligible Missionary Station. 
At these places, the British are as fa. 
vorable to us as we could wish.” 


AGRA. 


State of the Mission. 


From Mr. Adlington to Mr. Corrie, under date 
of February 13, 1515: 
“ T arrived here on the 30th January. 
I was much delighted with the exte- 
rior appearance of the Kuttra.— 
Through the kind attention of some 
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Christian Friends, it has been much 
improved. The first view of it excit- 
ed sensations of gratitude and love to 
the Father of Mercies, for retaining a 
remnant to sing their mighty Maker’s 
praise, amidst the devastatious oftime, 
the assaults of the enemy, and the 
backsliding of many. God has been 
very gracious in keeping dear Abdool 
stedfast: let us glorify God for this 
mercy, for itis very great. But the 
state of Abdooi’s health, (who is sul- 
fering severely from hernia) and of 
the Kuttra Congregation, is such as 
to require the superintendence of an 
European Missionary. From forty to 
forty-five generally attend the means 
of grace there. Of these, eighteen 
are females, and twelve males: the re- 
mainder are the wives of the drum- 
mers, &c. in the ficld. A few have 
united themselves to this little flock, 
since your departure. The men, who 
are all poor, mainiain themselves by 
weaving; and are assisted from the 
Chunar funds, as Brotlier Abdool sees 
fit, The females spin. A want of 
sincerity manifests itself in some of the 
females, of the Roman Catholic per- 
suasion, who secretly attend also at Pa- 
dre Angelo’s. 

Abdool requires an Assistant: when 
he wasunweil, [ am informed that 
the Service on Sundays was omitted ; 
or, if performed, was gone through by 
Abdocl in much weakuess, as it is na- 
tural to suppose.” 


MADRAS. 


Advantages of employing Leathen 
Schoolmasters. 


The testimony of Mr. Thompson 
on this point, grounded on actual ex- 
perience, is decisively in favour of 
the system introduced by Dr. John. 

In writing to the Secretary of the 
Church Society, he observes,— 

“ Since we have adopted the plan 
of establishing Schools for the Hea- 
then separatively, our Schoolmasters 
are themselves still Heathen; but 
they have been particularly trained 
and well examined, previously to 
their being appointed to their of- 
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fice. This is certainly a departure 
from what we had contemplated at the 
outset. We then inclined to admit 
none but Christians as Schoolmasters. 
We found, however, after a while, 
that, under this limitation, we were not 
gaining upon the Heathen as we wish- 
ed. Many, who seemed not averse 
to submit their children to our system 
and books, were suspicious, and stood 
aloof, With aview, therefore, to gain 
their confidence, as being well inform- 
ed of the faithfulness which many 
Heathen, who had been employed 
under Dr. John and others, had shewn 
in the discharge of their duty as Miss- 
ion Schoolinasiers, we determined, on 
a particular reference from Mr. Rien- 
ius, to adopt the plan of teaching thé 
fleathen by Heathen; and the resule 
has fully satisfied us. Persons, who 
would not converse very freely with 
our Christian Masters, come to these 
—enquire, examine, hear the expla- 
nations of one of their own people, 
and discuss points with them. Mr. 
Rhenius’s Journal, and other papers, 
will shew you how ably, on some oc- 
casions, Our Lleathen Masters have 
vindicated the Scriptures; and their 
fidelity has appeared unimpeachable. 
Under this system, | am _ pursuaded, . 
we shall prevail to a far greater ex- 
tent than under our original and more 
contracted one, and with a tenfold 
force against the strong-holds of Sin 
and Satan in India. 





AMERICAN MISSION IN INDIA. 
Communicated for the Religious Intelligencer 


Extract of a ietter from Mrs. Richarde 
to a friend in Connecticut, dated Bat- 
ticotta, May 13th, 1818. 

If pious young men in America were 
only to spend one month in this Hea- 
then land, 1 thmk they would never 
rest afterwards until they were pre- 
pared to preach Christ to its wretcli- 
ed inhabitants. kema'es may also do 
much here, though it is extremely dif- 
ficult, and in most cases utterly impos- 
sible to persuade females to attend 
worship or religious instruction at Ow 
house, yet they will hear us when wa 
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go to their houses in genera, though 
some keep themselves shut up in their 
houses, and will not be seen by us.— 
The higher class of females never ap- 

ear abroad, excepting at marriages 
and funerals, or sometimes at their 
temples. We have been able to get 
only one Heathen girl to be taught to 
read, yet we need not be idle. We 
have a number of large boys, or ra- 
ther young men, who are forward in 
English, and living in our house. 
They are instructed by Sister Meigs 
and myself. We have also two Ta- 
mu! schools in which we spend two or 
three hours daily to teach them Eng- 
lish, and also to see that they attend 
properly to their catechisms, &c. &c. 
We teach our servants to read and 
write, and visit what we can. We 
find but little time to devote to the 
siudy of Tamul, but we read and sing 
init every morning: I bave learned 
to talk it considerable. Weare now 
making preparations for the reception 
of Heathen boys whom we are to sup- 
port. They must have every thing 
separate fromus. They must have a 
house. to live in by themselves. They 
must have a cook-house, furniture, and 
even a well, entirely to themseives. 
If a Christian were to draw water from 
their well, 1 suppose they could net be 
pursuaded to use the water from it af- 
terwards. Their superstitions are 
stronger than you can well conceive. 
This will increase our cares, but we 
hope to have strength equal to our 
day. Brother Meigs gets considera- 
ble time to study, but he is obliged to 
oversee the repairs of buildings which 
require much attention. We have 
now nearly twenty workmen and about 
the same number of scholars who at- 
tend family worship with us every 
morning. We have public worship on 
the morning of the Sabbath at our 
own house, in the afternoon under a 
Jarge shade. The Mission at Tilli- 

ally is in a flourishing state. Mr. 
Palm did considerable towards under- 
mining the superstitions of the people. 

We greatly rejoice to hear of the ar- 
rival of fellow-iabourers at Bombay. 
We did hope and expect that some 
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of them would come to our assistance 
but we have just received a letter from 
the brethren there, saying “ that they 
were agreed in thinking it their duty 
for all of them to stay at Bombay.”— 
We felt disappointed, but perhaps they 
may be as useful there as here. 

The Freemasons in Danvers have 
appropriated thirty dollars a year for 
the support of a Heathen boy, to be 
named Joram Lodge, under the care 
of Mr. Poor at Tillapally. This sum 
will support two boys. It costs about 
halfas much to support Native chil- 
dren here, as at Bombay. It would 
rejoice us much if some of our friends 
at home would enable us at Batticotta 
to support one, two, or more boys in 
the same way. Perhaps some of the 
pious females in W or M 
would feel that the suppoft and na- 
ming of a litiie girl, who should be un- 
der Mrs. Meigs, or my care, might not 
be in vain. No Heathen females are 
taught to read, cxcept the one above 








mentioned, who is the daughter of 


a head man. 

Females here are but slaves to 
their tyrannical husbands: they are 
many times abased beyond account. 


They are sunk to the lowest degree of 


degradation, and the men think there 

is no way of keeping them in subject- 

ion, but by keeping them ignorant. 
S. B. RICHARDS, 


— —_ 


FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND BIBLE 
SOCIETIES. 


Through the kind attention of our valued 
correspondent in England, we have received 
a series of letters from the Rev. John Owen, 
during alate Tour through France and Swit- 
zerland, for the purpose of promoting the ob- 
ject of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
We shall make some extracts which will be in- 
teresting to the friends of the Bible. 

From Basle, under date of Sept. 16, 1818 
Mr. Owen writes :— 


The place from which my last was 
dated, (Walbach) has completely filled 
my mind, and laid such hold on my 
warmest affections, that I can scarcely 
bring myself to think, or speak, or 
write, on any thing but Pastor Ober- 
lin, and his Ban dela Roche. You 
will remember, that the first Foreign 
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letter which awakened an interest in 
our minds, the letters which made its 
way most directly to our hearts, and 
which, at the celebration of our first 
Anmversary, produced the strongest 
and (if I may judge of others from 
myself) the most lasting impression 
upon us all, was that, wherein this 
venerable pastor reported the distri- 
bution that he proposed to make of 
the Bibles assigned to him: and drew, 









sum with the hand of a master, the cha- 
out racters of those women who labour- 
chil. ed with himin the Gospel, and to 
duld whom, as the highest remuneration 
nds that he could bestow and their ambition 
atta coveted, a Bible was to be presented. 
in I cannot describe the sensations with 
the which I entered the mountainous par- 
=, ish (containing five villages and three 
Na- churches) in which this Primitive 
I= Evangelist (who for more than halfa 
ot century has occupied this station) 
ire exercises his functions: and still less 
ve those with which I entered his resi- 
of dence, and approached his venerable 
person. The reception which he 
te) gave me was such as, from the pro- 
re found humility of his character, might 
t. have been anticipated. My visit to 
of him and his flock was wholly unex- 
e pected ; and, when I announced to 
'. fF him, on my introduction, that I ap- 


peared before him as the Secretary of 

the British and Foreign Bible Society, 

to testify, on their part, the respect 
and affection with which they regar- 
ded him, as one of the earliest and 
most interesting of their Foreign Cor- 
respondents, the good man took me 
by the hand, and drew me gently to- 
wards the seat which he usually occu- 
pies, exclaiming, but without any tur- 
bulence of either voice or manner— 
“Sir, this is too great an honour: how 
shall I answer words like these ?”— 
After the first emotions had subsided, 
our conversation became familiar ; and, 
as it never ceased, from that time to 
the moment of our separation, to turn, 
more or less, upon the things pertain- 
tng to the Kingdom of God, as they 
appeared in the small scale of his own 
er the great scale of the Bible Socie- 
ty’s Labours, it never ceased to be 
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deeply interesting, and pregnant with 
edification. 

The Sunday ‘exhibited this venera- 
ble man in the pastoral character, un- 
der which it had been so much my 
desire (might it but be permitted me) 
to see him. As he makes the circuit of 
his churches, the turn on this Sunday 
belonged to Belmont, distant about 
half a league from the Parsonage of 
Waldbach. At ten o’clock we began 
to move. Mr. Oberlin took the lead, 
in his ministerial attire, a large beaver 
and flowing wig ; mounted on a horse, 
brought for that purpose, according to 
custom, by one of the bourgeois of the 
village, whose turn it was to have the 
honour of fetching his Pastor, and re- 
ceiving him to dinner at his table.— 
I rode as nearly beside him as the 
narrow track would allow. Mr. Ron- 
neberg, accompanied by Mr. Dan- 
iel Le Grand, followed. The rear 
was brought up by the bourgeois be- 
fore mentioned, carrying a leathern 
bag, slung across his shoulders, which 
contained the other part of his minis- 
ter’s dress, his books, &c. aad a res- 
pectable peasant as an attendant on 
the general eavalcade. 

I will not detain you by particulars; 
which, however interesting, would 
draw me too far from the main object 
of my attention. I will only say, that 
the appearance of the Congregation, 
their neat and becoming costume, 
their order, and their seriousness, to- 
gether with the fervour, tenderness, 
and simplicity, with which the good 
minister addressed them, both in his 
Sermon in the morning and his Cate- 
chetical Lecture in the afternoon, 
conveyed to my mind the most de- 
lightful impression—that of a sincere 
and elevated devotion. 

The interval between the services 
was passed, partly in dining at the 
house of the happy bourgeois (for the 
duty of fetching and entertaining 
their Pastor, is, in the estimation of 
this simple people, a privilege of the 
highest order,) and partly in visiting 
some of the excellent individuals, both 
men and women, but particularly the 
latter, in which this part of the parish 
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abounds. The affability and graceful 
condescension with which the Pastor 
saluted every member of his flock, 
wherever he met them, and the affec- 
tionate reverence with which young 
and old returned the salutation, were 
peculiarly pleasing: it was, on both 
sides, if a ceremony at all, the cere- 
sony of the heart. 

On our return to the Parsonage, the 
evening was passed in edifying con- 
versation, and concluded by a French 
hymn, in which ali the household uni- 
ted. 

On theensuing morning, I had the 
honour of conveying my venerable 
host, amidst the bowings of his parish- 
oners (who gazed with wonder at the 
unusual sight of their stationary Pas- 
tor seated in a travelling carriage) to 
the house of Messrs. Le Grand in 
¥ouday, another of the villages in 
this extensive parish. Here we break- 
fasted ; and, after much pieasing con- 
versation with this amiable, benevo- 
Yent, and well informed family, I had 
the high honour of being introduced 
to Sophia Bernard, and Catherine 
Scheidegger! Maria Schepler, the 
second on the list of this memorable 
trio, had, I found, been removed to 
her rest: the two whom I have men- 
tioned, and who now stood before me, 
remained to fill up the measure of 
their usefulness in the work of their 
Lord. Never shall I forget the man- 
ner in which these interesting peas- 
ants received me, when, addressing 
them by name, I told them that i had 
known them nearly fourteen years ; 
and that the account of their scrvices, 
communicated to us by the Pastor 
whom they so greatly assisted, had 
been instrumental in stirring up the 
zeal of many to labour after their ex- 
ample. “QO Sir,” said Sophia Ber- 
nard, the tears filling her eyes at the 
time, “this does indeed humble us ;” 
adding many pious remarks in rela- 
tion to their obscurity, the imperfec- 
tion of their works, and the honour 
which they considered it to labour for 
Him who had done so much, vea, 
every thing for them. The scene 
was truly affecting. It was not with- 
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out many an effort that T tore myself 
from it, and hurried from Bau de |g 
Roche, that seat of simplicity, piety, 
and true Christian refinement, {0 
resume my journey along the beaten 
road ; and to pursue my object among 
scenes, which, whatever pleasures | 
had wo expect, would suffer in the com. 
parison with those which I had lef 
behind me. 

Paster Oberlin has been, from al. 
most the commencement of our Soci. 
ety, a distributor of our Bibles: and 
such have been his industry and ex. 
actness, that ail the Protestants in his 
extensive parish, and as many Catho. 
lics as were willing and permitted to 
have them, are, it is believed, in pos. 
session of the Scriptures. His exer. 
tions have also extended beyond the 
bounds of his own immediate juris- 
diction: he is accustomed to attend 
to the wants of the whole of the Stein. 
thal; and his house is, therefore, a 
depot for Bibles and Testaments, iu 
both the Protestant aud Cathelic Ver- 
sions. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


Extract of a Letter to one of the Edii- 
ors of the Baptist Magazine, dated 
Marietta, Ohio, Jan. 30, 1819. 


Rev. and dear Sir-—Believing that 
the friends of Zion do not despise the 
day of small things, and as some mer- 
cy drops have fallen on this place, 
which we hope is a prelude to a plen- 
tiful shower, | am encouraged to send 
you this short account for your very 
useful Magazine. 

In November, 1818, Deacon E. 
Emmerson, from South Reading, near 
Boston, came to this place. He sought 
in yain for some Baptist brethren for 
four months, when at last he found 
three, two in the town, and one in the 


vicinity. Two of them, though in this , 


lonely situation, generally met every 
Lord’s day, to read and pray, whicli 


they yet continue when destitute of 


preaching. 

In March, 1813, Elder G. Evans 
preached in the vicinity, and baptized 
one person; his preaching was 2t- 
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tended with a divine power. In July 
| baptized three ; two of whom owned 
themselves to be the fruits of Elder E- 
van’s labours, and the third had had 
her attention called up by the reading 
atractfrom the Female Tract Society 
of this town, which issued in a happy 
conversion to God. 

On the Sth of September a church 
was constituted of only five members, 
who, the next Lord’s day, to their 
great Joy, for the first time in this town 
received the Lord’s Supper. Since that 
time there have been seven added, 
and there are four others who are 
waiting for bapiism, which is at pre- 
sent Geferred on account of my ill 
state of health. Several others are 
under sevlovs Linpressions, and there 
are six or mo'e Baptists in the town, 
wo are members of distant clrurches, 
but who have not yet united with 
them. 

There is considerable attention a- 
mong the people to the word of the 
Lord. The prospects of the Church 
in this place appear to me to be flat- 
tering. 

I am yours in Christian love. 

JAMES MC’ABOY. 


Extract of a Letter to one of the Editors 
of the Baptist Magazine, dated New- 
psrt, N. H. July 13, 1819. 

Rev. Sir—It has been thought de- 
sirable that 1 should give you some 
account of the late work of God in 
Newport, N.'H. and forward it to you 
for insertion in the American Baptist 
Magazine. 

Before I give a particular descrip- 
tion of the work, it will be proper to 
take some notice of the state of this 
church some time before the work be- 
gan. 

For a long season the iaterests of 
religion were so low, that most of us 
were greatly discouraged, and we con- 
sidered ourselves upon the verge of 
ruin. Nothing appeared encouraging, 
except that the Baptist Female Mite 
Soctety had enjoyed many agreeabie 
meetings, and iudulged hopes of a 
reformation. 
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About the first of November last, 
there began to be some appearances 
of the work of God. It did not seem 
to be introduced by means or instru- 
ments; but by a most powerful invisible 
haid. In ati its stages, it has been a 
“suil sma:l voice.” No enthusiasm 
or intemperate zeal has appeared. It 
has been in some respects like a wide 
spreading flame. At first it began in 
the norih part of the :own; and from 
thence it suddenly broke out in other 
parts, rapidly proceeding from one 
place to another, until it soon became 
visible in every part of the town. It 
extended to most of the neighbouring 
towns, in some of which the work has 
been very powerful. It has affected 
people of all ages, from seventy years 
down to ten. But there is probably 
tie greatest number of hopeful subjects 
among the young. When the work 
was at the height, meetings were al- 
tended every night in the week ex- 
cept Saturday ; and sometimes a num- 
ber of meetings on the same night. 
There have been some of the most re- 
fieshing meetings I have ever seen. 
Language would fail in attempting to 
describe them. How affecting must it 
be, to see a number of youths singing 
the praises of God with the highest 
emotions of joy, and others at the same 
time immoderately weeping under a 
deep sense of sin, and most fearful 
apprehensions of immediate eternal 
destruction ! these scenes have some- 
times been too solemn and impressive 
to admit of a full description. 

All the hopeful subjects are recon- 
ciled to the doctrines of free and sove- 
reign grace. They generally mani- 
fest great self abasement, holy fear, 
and divine love. We have not ob- 
served a single instance of apostacy 
in those who have lately professed re- 
ligion. . 

There have been about seven in- 
stances of heads of families, who have 
been the subjects of the work, and 
have united with the Baptist Church. 
Several of those were upwards of sixty 
years of age. And there have been 
some instances in which whole house- 
holds have believed and been bapti- 
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zed. A number of the most respecta- 
ble characters in the town are sub 
jects of the work. These have been 
baptized and united with the church. 
1 would also observe, that a Juvenile 
Missionary Society, subject to the 
Baptists Board of Foreign Missions 
has been the fruit of the reformation. 

‘Thus the work, in its nature and ef 
fects, is interesting and important. 
“Tt is the Lord’s doings, and marvel- 
lous in our eyes.” When I look round 
and behold such numbers in the as- 
sembly, who a few months ago were 
in the full career of vanity and wick. 
edness, but are now drawn together 
in Christ, by the bands of everlasting 


love, it affords me a striking proof of 


the energy of that divine power which 
shall finally “gather together in one 
all things in Christ.” 

The whole number of hopeful sub- 
jects is considerably more than two 
hundred. One hundred and eight 
have joined the Baptists Church, of 
which one hundred and four have 
been baptized, and four have been re- 
ceived by letter. About ninety have 
joined the Congregational church ; 
and more than forty the fieewill 
church lately formed. 

It is expected that a number more 
will come forward to receive baptism, 
and join the church. 

In the best of bonds, I am, Rev. 
Sir, your brother in the gospel. 

ELISHA HUTCHINSON. 
MR. HOLLEY. 


fhe Weekly Recorder, a very respectable 
paper published at Chillicothe, Ohio, contains 
some severe strictures on Mr. Holler, Presi- 
dent of the Transylvania University. At this 
auspicious day, when such exertions are mak- 
ing to educate pious young men as preachers 
ot the Cross of Christ, and when our literary 
institutions are annually sending forth men of 
piety and talents who adorn and make glad 
ibe Church of God, we cannot but feel for our 
sister state and the western country generally, 
that they should have such a guide for their 
vouth as Mr. H., who will train them up in the 
way they should not go. A writer under the 
signature of “4 Spectator,” bas the following 
remarks in relatian to Mr. H. 


“The history of this gentleman 
since he has been in Kentucky, is cu- 
rious, and cannot fail to excite consid- 
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erable interest. When he first came 
among us, and particularly when he 
took his seat as President of the Tran. 
sylvania University, he solemnly de. 
clared he was no Sociniav, and that 
he held no doctrine that was not com- 
mon to christians. Though the evi. 
dences from Boston, to the reverse, 
were very strong; the people of Lex- 
ington, and among others the clergy, 
were disposed to give credit to the 
declarations of a stranger. They 
were not disposed to find fault without 
the best evidence. During five or six 
months things went on pretty well. 
About (wo months ago, it was announ- 
ced, that the College chape! was ready 
fur the reception of an audience, and 
that Mr. H. would preach at 9 o’clock 
in the morning of each Sabbath day. 
This he has done. The present week 
closed the session in college, and con- 
sequently the ministerial labors of Mr. 
I]. are suspended for three months, 
as there is probably not a church in 
the state that will admit him into ils 
pulpit. 

The discourses delivered by Mr. Hi. 
have been of a very peculiar charac- 
ter. To define them would be a dif- 
ficult task, as they had definitude 
only in one direction. To most peo- 
ple they appeared opposed to chris- 
tianity in every form. ‘To call them 
eloquent would evince a mean notion 
of eloquence itself. If by eloquence 
be meant the power of persuation, the 
art of touching the heart, and mould- 
ing the opinions and actions of men 
after the will of the speaker, no man is 
less eloquent than Mr. H. If to pro- 
nounce with great propriety, to talk 
beautifully, but almost always inco- 
herently, be eloquence, then is Mr. 
Hi. an eloquent man. To call them 
philosophical discourses, would be to 
say that the mere nomenclature of 


philosophy “is philosophy itself. To . 


call them logical, would be to say that 
logic consists of a string of truisms, or 
unimportant propositions; such as, 
that matter is nothing without mind— 
that mind cannot be fettered, or cut 
to pieces asa leg or an arm can— 
that the human mind has a!ways bee 
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progressive —tliat men have been ig- 
norant and bigoted, &c. Mr. H. of 
en announces such propositions, ei- 
ther with a view of giving to his dis- 
courses a philosophical phiz; or more 
frequently, that he may impute the 
reverse of such propositions to his 
antagonists, or to the religious world. 
This gentleman, whenever he ascends 
the desk, rather than not have a pul- 
pit box, will call up the ghost of some 
error, Which has been buried for a cen- 
tury or two, and belabor the poor 
thing till every sympathetic hearer 
begs for mercy upon a fallen, vanquish- 
ed foe. Or, with more than Quixotic 
chivalry, he first builds the windmill, 
declares it is a living being, a favorite 
child of christianity, and so he falls to 
work, draws the sword of philosophy, 
invokes nature, hisfavorite divinity, as 
Don Quixotte did his faithful squire 
Sancho, aud fairly demolishes the 
fabric. 

At this time I shall proceed no far- 
ther, as I propose in a subsequent num- 
ber to give the public an analysis of the 
discourses delivered by Mr. Holley in 
the Transylvania University. I am 
ready to acknowledge the unfairness 
of this procedure in ordinary cases. 
Let it be remembered, however, that 
Mr. H. pertinaciously refuses to pub- 
lish any of his discourses. Nothing 
could induce him to publish even his 
inaugural speech. The request of the 
Legislature of Kentucky could not in- 
duce him to publish the address made 
to that body. Let it‘also be remem- 
bered that it is too late for Mr. H. to 
cry, persecution! He was quietly, if not 
cordially cherished in Lexington, till 
he threw the gauntlet; till evey chris- 
tian in Lexington felt nimself and the 
majesty of religion insulted. Even in 
Mr. Holley’s inaugural speech, many- 
headed monsters, the offspring of bi- 
gotry, clerical intolerance, and supersti- 
tion seemed to flit before the eye of the 
afilicted speaker, thick as Ossian’s 
ghosts upon the green hills of Cana. 
But it will not do. People are not to 
be cheated, laughed, or whined out of 
their reason or their religion, Some 
birds of prey are rarely seen, except 
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upon the wing. Scume beasts that are 
dreadful to destroy, are as timid as the 
fallow deer and are ever on the leg; 
and because those noxious animaleare 
too dastardly to lowk you in the face, 
shall not one attempt to destroy them ? 
It may be a difficult task to catch the 
passing spirit of Mr Holley’s discour- 
ses, as they have been only once im- 
pressed upon the yielding air, and as 
they were themselves as shapeless and 
yielding as the air upon wijich they 
were linpressed ; yet we must attempt 
to analyze them. The materiais may 
indeed soon evaporate in the crucible, 
and we may be unable precisely to say 
of which they are composed; but we 
will be able at least to say of what they 
are not composed. 

Mr. Ho'ley’s discourses have called 
for the just animadversious of almost 
every clergyman in Lexington. The 
Rev. Mr. Waid, our Episcopal minis- 
ter, who is a bright ornament to chris- 
tianity, has made a decided stand 
against this little flood of error. Seve- 
ral persons connecied to religious soci- 
ety by but feeble ligaments see more 
distinctly the inestimable value of Gos- 
pel truth, and seem to wish to draw 
nearer to that cross which they hea: 
reviled. A Specraror- 


P. S. The editor of the Weekly Re- 
corder is authorised to give up the au- 
thor ef the above remarks, upon re- 
ceiving a wrilten assurance from Mr. 
Holley, that he will answer for him- 
self, and in his own proper name; but 
no attention will be paid to any anon- 
ymious reply.” 


The preceding remarks are followed by 
these paragraphs, headed 


“ PACTS. 

*¢ Sabbath evening parties are pretty 
frequent at Mr. Holley’s, where instru- 
mental music, and all kinds of tunes 
and songs are used for the entertain- 
ment of the company. Some of our 


vain young men have been obliged to 
leave the parties as too bad for them! 

Hr. H. has, in the presence of his 
class in college, asked a student, why 
he did not get his lessons on the Sab- 
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bath day, if he had not time to get 
them on Saturday. 

It is well ascertained, that there is 
no such thing as as regular family reli- 
gion in the house of Mr. H. 

He associates with none but the 
most irreligious men in Lexington. 

‘The vainest persons speak oi him as 
too irreligious for them. 

‘* The editor of this paper ts confi- 
dent, that the preceding communica. 
tion relative to the President of the 
‘Transylvania University will be read 
with considerable interest by the reli- 
gious people of the western country; 
and also the Analysis of that gentle- 
man’s discourses delivered in the col. 
lege chapel which we expect shortly 
to receive from our correspondent. 
Our readers are assured that the state- 
ment of facts presented to their view 
is from a source that is entitled to the 
highest credit. It speaks a language 
that cannet be misunderstood, and 
therefore needs but very little com- 
ment. It furnishes clear evidence, in 
addition to that already possessed, that 
Mr. HH. is utterly unworthy the coufi- 
dence or patronage of the religious 
part of the community, or even of 
those who make no pretensions to re- 
ligion, but do not wish to see the flood- 
gates of error and iniquity opened for 
the inundation and ruin of civil socie- 


ty.”"— Chillicothe Recorder. 





VILLAGE PHILANTROPHY. 


From the London Evangelical Magazine. 
4 lettcr to the Rev. T. Lewis. 


Rev. anp Dear Sir, 

Well knowing the deep concern you have 
always felt forthe best interests of this neigh- 
bourhood, and the many valnable services 
by which you have aided those interests, I feel 
every inclination to gratify your wish on the 
subject of Oxshot. A few particulars respect- 
ing the establishment of a Sunday School, 
and a regular supply of the Gospel Ministry 
in that hamlet, are all I can now attempt. 

Oxshot stands on a very sequestered and 
highly picturesque situation. It is somewhat 
more than three miles from us, and is sur- 
rounded by the commons of Stoke, Esher, 
Ditton, Leatherhead, Ashtead, and Cobham. 
The inhabitants live in a very great degree of 
scattered individuality, and only here and 
there the smoke of a cottage may be seen to 


Village Philanthropy. 
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ascend. The population (beivreen two and 
three hundred)cousists chiefly of small farme;s 
aud day-labourers—a poor, and too, too longs 
a rude uninstructed people. ‘The nearest 
neighbour of distinction is Prince Leopold, at 
Claremont, wlio is master of some of the farms 
and Lord of the Manor. There is much oj 
the romantic and beautiful about this littl. 
hamlet. From some of its hills we have good. 
ly prospects. With the aid of a glass may by 
seen the spires of above twenty villave. 
churches, and the naked eye takes ln a great 
extent of varied scenery—Richmond-Hill, 
Windsor-Castle, Hampton-Court, and, just at 
haud, the interesting House of Claremont, 

But, with all its local attractions, the moral 
condition of the poor inhabitants has long pre- 
sented a pitiable and melancholy contrast !— 
Without any means of instruction, they lived 
in a state of deplorable ignorance and depray- 
ity, having within themselves neither church 
nor chapel, nor school of any description — 
The parish-church (Stoke) is two miles and a 
half distant, which, in winter, is seldom ac- 
cessible in any manner. On this account, the 
public-house at Oxshot being the most fre- 
queuted of any on the Sundays, has, for halt 
a century, been known by the name of Oxshot 
Church. Onthe day which the Divine ap- 
pointment, seconded by the law of the land, 
has required us to keep holy, this house was 
filled with the devotees of drunkenness and 
riot. There the wretched peasantry, to use 
the expressive language of one of them, since 
made sensible of the evil, ‘soaked their lives 
away ;—there, lost to all sense of moral good 
or evil, and seemingly unconscious of a God 
and another world, they wasted their scanty 
earnings on intemperate indulgences, ruinous 
alike to soul and body. In the meanwhile, 
their neglected offspring violated the sacred 
hours in noisy games and riotous quarrelling, 
on the green and by the doors of their respect- 
ive cottages. One of these poor people, on 
Witnessing the introduction of the Gospel 
among them, well observed, ‘God Almighty 
was never wanted in any place more than at 
Oxshot.’ 

Since the lamented decease of our late 
amiable Princess Charlotte, at Claremont, I 
had frequent occasion to pass through this 
hamlet. {[ felt forthe condition of the inhab- 
itants, and took occasion to converse with the 
churchwarden, a respectable individual living 
near the spot, on the duty of attempting some- 
thing on their behalf. He entered freely and 
feelingly into my views: a Sunday School 
was proposed, and a /arge barn, the property 
of Prince Leopold, was offered, and the corn 
removed out of it. Inthe month of June last 
year we opened the school, a short notice hav- 
ing been given on the previous day. it wasa 
beautiful Sunday afternoon when the war- 
den and myself entered Oxshot. All was 
peace and quiet. When we gained a distant 
sight of the barn, the scene was almost over- 
powering. Groups of people covered the 
green hill before the doors of the intended 
school, sitting and waiting seemingly in sol- 
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pan suspense. Old age,manhood, youth, and 
childhood, were there assembled. Every 
came was suspended—every tongue was Ssi- 
jent. On reaching the barn, the great doors 
were thrown open—the churchwarden step- 
ned in, and evidently much impressed with 
the scene, removed his hat from his head, and 
with an air of inspiration, lifted aloud his voice, 
and begged of God to send down his blessing, 
and sanctify the place. The people poured in- 
the barn, which was soon filled, and there 
appeared to be a generous contention among 
the cottagers torun and fetch in chairs and 
benches for our better accommodation. The 
names of fifty-two children were entered, for- 
iy-eigkht of whom did not know the alphabet ; 
wwe have now a@ hundred. We concluded this 
very interesting meeting by a general thanks- 
civing. Some children from the Leatherhead 
sunday School had also arrived; and we sang 
‘From all that dwell below the skies.’ I de- 
livered a short address, chiefly explanatory of 
the simple but important object we had. in 
view. On this occasion the females made 
their curtsey, and the males repeatedly nodded 
in token of approbation. To me this day was 
one of the most interesting in my life: and 
indeed, the like I expect never to see again. 

Every succeeding Sabbath brought fresh ac- 

eessions. The people gathered at the close of 
the school exercises, and then I called in the 
aid of the Gospel Ministry. For this we are 
particularly indebted to the supplies sent from 
Hoxton College to our own pulpit. They have 
readily gone out to Oxshot when invited, and 
have uniformly expressed themselves much 
delighted upon such occasions. We owe also 
our grateful acknowledgments to our Rev. 
friends, Messrs. Atkinson, Knight, Churchhill 
and Whitehouse, who have all occasionally 
civen their countenance and services to this 
rising cause. ‘The desire of hearing became 
at last so general, that the barn was found too 
small It was accordingly, in the month of 
October, shut up for one Sunday, in order to 
vetitenlarged. It was re-opened by the Rev. 
J. Knight of Kingston, gallery, seats, &c. ha. 
ving been introduced, and the place made 
warm for the winter.* At this opening a col- 
iection was made. The poor people contri- 
buted their little with cheerfulness, and jive 
pounds were collected. 

Since the regular ministry of the Gospel has 
been obtained, the Sabbath is fully occupied 
inthe morning and afternoon with teaching 
the children and attending public worship. A 
new day has now dawned upon the poor man’s 
cot at Oxshot. Every domestic tie is endeared 
tohim. Habits of sobriety and industry are 





*Ourexpenses have been about £25, and 
this for bringing the Gospel to between two 
and three hundred souls. We have collected 
£12,and the balance of £13 is yet due. It 
Should be understood that the above sum is 
exclusively for Carpenter’s work The place 
is still found inadequate to the numbers who 
are desirous of attending. There is ground to 
‘e had free, if we could only build. 
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now acquired, anda relish for virtuous and 
religious pleasures take place of the sottish and 
vicious practices of formertimes. ‘The fame 
of all these things has been noised abread ; ma- 
ny from the numerous hamlets around have at- 
tended the rising light, and amongst their be- 
nighted cottages also the Gospel has been in- 
troduced ; for there is scarcely a village north- 
west of us in which there is not a bursting forth 
of the streams of the waters of life. At Ox- 
shot various important institutions have arisen. 
There is now an Infant’s Day-School, Even- 
ing Youths’ School, and Evening Adult School. 
The children of the Sunday School make as- 
tonishing progress. ‘The Surrey Bible Society 
voted a moderate supply of the Scriptures, 
and some to whow we distributed them, have 
learned to read them in four months. A 
strong proof that a rea! change has been effect- 
ed on the minds of these people, is that they 
willingly sacrifice many worldly advantages 
for the sake of the Gospel. They have had 
to encounter much opposition from a quarter 
where they ought rather to have found en- 
couragement. ‘Their attachment, however, 
to the good cause is followed with effects upon 
themselves, which render them superior to all 
the threats and privations which have been put: 
in practice to frighten them back to their for- 
mer wretchedness. These are considerations 
which gladden our hearts. 

You will recollect, Sir, that on a late occa- 
sion, When you preached in our pulpit at 
Leatherhead, many both from Oxshot and 
Esher came to hear you. As they returned 
home through the forest; the voice of Psalms 
was heard floating on the evening breeze. 

A very extraordinary and interesting part of 
our story remains to be told. - For some con- 
siderable time, Oxshot has been blessed with 
the truly pious and exemplary services of a 
young Swiss gentleman from the Pays de 
Vaud, near Mont-Blanc. He is of a highly 
respectable family, and was sent to learn our 
language under the tuition of one of our friends 
in Leatherhead. With a liberal education and 
engaging manners, he attracted the attention 
and friendship of the most distinguished fam- 
ilies in our place and neighbourhood. During 
the autumn of last year he visited Oxshot, 
came to the barn, and was much pleased with 
what he saw and heard. He felt a strong in- 
clination to join us as a teacher, with which 
view he studied more closely the elements of 
the English language, and continued to ai- 
tend with undeviating punctuality to the kind 
office he bad voluntarily assumed. He is at 
present on a visit to his brother at Havre-de- 
Grace. Till the moment of his departure to 
the Continent, which was only a few days 
sinee, his labours of love at Oxshot were in- 
cessant. Besides teaching at the school, he 


visited the sick and miserable in their cotta- 
ges, read to them such tracts and discourses as 
he found suitable to their case ; and conversed 
with them on the state of their minds in terms 
so instructive and impressive, that he render- 
ed his company with them almost essential to 
His services were not limit- 


their happiness. 





240 


ed to the Sundays: on regular fixed days of 
the week, he would go over to his beloved Ox- 
shot, and, taking Mr. Burder’s Village Sermons 
in his pocket, would go trom cottage to cot- 
tage; or, colleciing the peasantry together, 
would read to them, and follow up his reading 
with what remarks he thought needful, to im- 
press it more fully on their minds. ; 

It is surprising how much this young Swiss, 
by his disinterested visits and pious conversa- 
tion, gained upon the affections of these hum- 
ble people. His own heart became kuit to 
them, as that of a pastor to his flock, or of a 
father to his children, and it cost him much 
feeling io part with them. It is his intention 
to return, and, if Providence permit, to renew 
his labours among a people where he has made 
himself already so singularly useful. He is 
the founder of the Adult School at Oxshot, 
which, though of recent formation, is well at- 
tended, and promises to be highly serviceable 
to general improvement. 

{ remain, Dear Sir, 
Most Respectfully, Your's, 

Leatherhead. A. J. 





FEMALE EDUCATION SOCIETY OF NEW- 
HAVEN. 


TREASURER S REPORT. 


The Treasurer of the Female Education So- 
eiety of New-Haven would now Report: Tuat 
since the last Annual Meeting the following 
sums of money have been received into the 
Treasury— 


July 15th, 1818—-By balance remain- 


ing in the Treasury $ 33 16 
By donations and taxes 115 52 
Subscriptions for life and ten years 70 
From Eagle Bank two divideads 31 
For articles given in and sold 11 75 
Mr Dwight’s note and the interest 158 59 


From the Ladies Cent Society, Wal- 
lingford 13 
From the Female Mite Society, New- 


Milford 7 
From ladies in Killingworth, by Rev. 

Mr. Talcott 15 16 
From Fein. Ben. Soc., Middlesex 20 50 
From gentlemen and ladies of Charles- 

ton, 5.C. by Mr. Dwight 175 
From Female Ausiliary Education So- 

ciety, Norwich 58 
from Female Cent Soc. Bolton 1? 
From Fem. Ben. Soc., Litchfield 40 
From ladies of Griswold 5 
From ladies of East Guilford § 23 


From Fem. Cent Soc. North Guilford 10 41 
From Fem. Ed. Soc. East Hartford 
From a female friend of East Hartford 5 
From ladies of the Ist Congregational 
Society, New-Haven, ($10 of which 
was to constitute Mrs. Taylor a 


member for life of this Saciety) 17 25 
From the Young Ladies Missionary 
Society, New-Haven 30 





Whole amount 


$242 62 


Female Education Society.—Benevolent Donations. 


[Sept. 
MONIES EXPENDED. 
Paid Mrs. Townsend to expend for the 
benefit cf Beneficiaries 228 jj} 
For washing 36 63 
For broadcloth and coating. 168 96 
Yor hats 15 
For articles of summer clothing 54 92 
yor shoes 85 99 
With money belonging to the perma- 
nent fund bought two shares ia the 
Eagle Bank 200 
Whole amount $ 789 66 
Balance in the Treasury 52 96 
$842 62 
BENEVOLENCE. 


Mr. Wuitina, 

Sir—An insertion, in the Religious Inte}. 
ligencer, of the following notice of liberality 
in the females of my parish, will confer a {a- 
vour on the subscriber, aud may stimulate oth- 
ers to linilate so noble an example. 

Yours, &c. 
JAMES PORTER. 
Pomfret, Aug. 28, 1819. 


The ladies of the first Society in Pomfret, as 
an expression of their sympathy in a heavy 
affliction, with which the wile of their pastor 
had been recently visited, presented her, on 
Friday the second day of July last, with 
three huudred score of cotton, woollen, tow 
and linneu yarn, several yards uf cloth, anda 
number of other articles of considerable value. 

We tender our grateful acknowledgmenis 
to those who have thus liderally bestowed 
their benefactions upon us, and our ardent 
wishes that they may all possess the spirit and 
follow the example of Him who came into 
the world on an errand of infinite mercy, and 
who, while on earth, continually went about 
doing good. ‘Then will their deeds of beneii- 
cence all be remembered and recompensed in 
the resurrection of the just. 





BENEVOLENT DONATIONS. 

The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the 
following Donations, remitted by a valued cor- 
respondent in Rowan County, N.C. viz.— 

From “The Donation Society of Back- 
Creek Auxiliary to the American Board of 
Foreign Missions, to aid the funds ef the 
Board, $43. From the Union Moral Society 
of the same place, for the same purpose, $5. 
From the Female Tract Society of the same 
place, a Donation to aid the funds of the Ame- 
rican Education Society, $10. From sundry 
individuals, to aid the tunds of the American 
Education Society, donations and annual sub- 
scriptions, § 11—Making in all § 69.” 
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